AEROCLUB TÁBOR
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THE HISTORY OF AEROCLUB TÁBOR
The pilots have been trained by us for more than 85 years
The intentions of Tomáš Baťa after the World War II. were to build a
paved runway, in order to enable operations of larger aircraft types
Thanks to the high standards of training, the pilots raised in
aeroclub Tábor are not only employed at the airlines, but also as
helicopter pilots, or aerobatic aviators

THE HISTORY OF AEROCLUB
TÁBOR

1934 - 1945

The history has been written since 1934, when the branch of Masaryk´s aviation league
was founded.This project caused a rapid rise in glider flying, in Tabor it wasn´t any
difference. A group of enthusiasts used to fly near the village named Svrabov. A noncomplex glider was pushed up the hill by hand, on a cart, and the take-off was initiated
using a rubber tow. This was a difficult procedure, with 10 people working towards the
goal of getting one person airborne. The first glider was named Skaut V. The storage
was agreed with the owner of the Čápův Dvůr farm, located east of the city. A hill, where
the flying was recolcated to, is called Svatá Anna. This was the place, where the first
hanger later constructed. Just before the World War II, the aerolcub had around 15
members. With the establishment of the Protecorate, it was required to hand over the
property to the German army. During the last flying, one of the
managed to disable a glider without harming himself.

founding members
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1945 - 1989

After the war, former members, along with many other people interested in aviation, came up with
the idea to reopen the airport. Thanks to the public collectins, 100 000 Kčs was raised as the
founding capital for the future aerocluband and a dairy company Madeta donated a glider. This
glider was a Czech copy of the glider, which the Luftwaffe pilots were trained on. National
committee donated some land in the area to the airport. The idea was supported by the newly
rising Czechoslovak air force and also at that time two runways (out of three planed) were built.
The airfield showed a potential to become an important transport hub. The well know factory
MAS, owned by Tomáš Baťa, showed interst in the airport, but without result, and it became into a
training base for military and sport pilots. A second, larger hanger, tower, a few other buildings
and the fuel stations were all built. Until the Velvet Revolution in 1989 it was constantly in used
by Svazarm. The base actvity always has been, and always will be, glider flying, but power driven
flying and skydiving training were offered as well, and it was the first aeroclub to offer balloon
flights. Of all the pilots, who trained at the airport, many were assigned to the army, airlines and
agricultural industry.
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1989 - 2022

Turning from the communist block to the west was complicated and demaging. Aeroclub also
suffered, and had to survive the turbulce of the nineties. The renting of the buildings for aircraft
manufacture toogether with aerial work helped to produce a certain form of side income. In the old
hangar, a phenomenon of that time, became established, in the form of ultralight aircraft. In most
cases, the owners of these planes were the members of the aeroclub as well, but they also founded
their own Aviatik Club. Thanks to their activity, the airport operations had not come to an end, even
tough at the time the activities of the aeroclub have decreased overtime. The training continued, a lot
of members decided to come back to recrational flying, and since the year 2010 the activites of the
aeroclub have been seeing a rapid rise. A flight school of the Aeroclub Tábor has been founded,
which is acredited to provide training all the way to the ATPL, required for airline pilots. The
development of the fleet is dictated by a large increase in terms of training provided by the school.
At the same time, the aeroclub is still able to offer its members enough space for recreation on the
ground, as well as in the air. The complex is very suitable for family leisure and social life, which is
happening all year around.

Glider flying has always been a platform, on which the activities of the whole aeroclub were built. A
famous pilot, Martin Šonka, started his glider career with us. He tried his first acrobatic figures here
and he flew with us throughout his military career and to today he represents an active member and
glider instructor.

A member of representative team from 1967 to
1974, named Jan Šťastný, shows another figure
among the gliders, who participated in Czech
aviation. The Jirmus family, which has been a
backbone of the aeroclub for years, is related to
Petr Jirmus, two-time world champion in
aerobatics. You can meet members and former
students of our aeroclub in the cockpit of
airliners, fighter jets and helicopters as well.

We have media promotion experience from the past
already, for example during such popular events like
Reunion of Czechoslovak Aircraft, anual motorglider
navigation competitions or National Gliding
Championchips 2018, 2020 and 2021. However, JWGC
2022 organization is historical challenge for us. We
will be glad, when you took the part of this event.

